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course, that you have a prejudice against any such
view."

" Not at all! " I said, " if only I could understand
It I should be glad of any simple and infallible
criterion; only I have never yet been able to find one."

" That, I believe, is because you look for it in the
wrong place; or, perhaps, because you look for it
instead of simply seeing it. You will never discover
what is good by any process of rational inquiry.
It's a matter of direct perception, above and beyond
all argument."

" Perhaps it is," I said, " but surely not of percep-
tion, als you said, simple and infallible ? "

" If not that, at least sufficiently clear and dis-
tinct for all practical purposes. And to my mind,
all discussion about Good is for this reason rather
factitious and unreal. I don't mean to say, of
course, that it isn't amusing, among ourselves, to
pass an hour or two in this kind of talk ; but I
should think it very unfortunate if the habit of it
were to spread among the mass of men. For
inquiry does tend in the long run to influence
opinion, and generally to influence it in the wrong
way; whereas, if people simply go on following their
instinct, they are much more likely to do what is
right, than if they try to act on so-called rational
grounds."

"But," cried Leslie, who during this speech had
found obvious difficulty in containing himself, " what
is this instinct which you bid us follow? What
authority has it? What validity? What is its
content ? What is it, anyhow, that it should be set
up in this way above reason ? "